
Beake, L.  (2007).  Home now.  Watertown, MA: Charlesbridge. 
While visiting a zoo, an orphaned African girl named Sieta bonds with an orphaned baby elephant. 

 
Charles, V. M.  (2006). The birdman.  Toronto: Tundra Books. 

Noor, an Indian tailor, copes with the tragic loss of his family by releasing caged birds. 
 
Hanson, R. (2005).  A season for mangoes.  New York: Clarion Books. 

A young Jamaican girl honours her grandmother’s passing by participating in a “sit up.” 
 
Howe, J.  (2004).  Kaddish for Grandpa in Jesus’ name, amen.  New  York: Atheneum Books. 

A young girl’s grandfather is remembered in an interfaith family.   
 
Joosse, B.  (2001).  Ghost wings.  San Francisco: Chronicle Books. 

A young Mexican girl remembers her grandmother during the Days of the Dead celebration and the butterfly migration. 
 
Kusugak, M.  (1993).  Northern lights: The soccer trails.  Toronto: Annick Press. 

After losing her mother, Kataujaq is comforted when she learns an Inuit legend about  the northern lights. 
 

Machlachlan, P.  (2013).  Snowflakes fall.  New York: Random House. 
Written in honour of the victims of the 2012 Sandy Hook school shooting, likening the tragedy to a snowstorm. 
 

O’Brien, A. S.  (2012).  A path of stars.  Watertown, MA: Charlesbridge. 
Dara helps her grandmother, a Cambodian refugee, when she learns of her brother’s death. 

 
Oelschlager, V.  (2012).  Farfalla: A story of loss and hope.  Akron, OH: Vanita Books. 

A little beetle wonders what happens to a caterpillar who doesn’t emerge from its cocoon. 
 
Olsen, S.  (2007).  Which way should I go?  Winlaw, BC: Sono Nis Press. 

Joey, a Nuu-chah nulth boy, is grief-stricken when he loses his grandmother.  A special song comforts him. 
 

Sinykin, S.  (2012).  Zayde comes to live.  Atlanta: Peachtree Publishers. 
Rachel wonders what will happen to her grandfather when he passes away. 

 
Skofield, J.  (2014).  Bear and bird.  Ann Arbor, MI: Sleeping Bear Press. 

A young bird and an old bear are best friends.  One spring, the old bear doesn’t return from hibernation. 
 
Spalding, A.  (2002).  Solomon’s tree.  Custer, WA: Orca Book Publishers. 

When a beloved tree falls in a storm, Solomon captures the tree’s spirit with the help of his uncle. 
 

Thong, R.  (2004).  The wishing tree.  Fremont, CA: Shen’s Books. 
Meng learns that his wishes on the Lunar New Year tree can’t always come true after his grandmother passes away. 
 

Yolen, J.  (2011).  The day Tiger Rose said good-bye.  New York: Random House Children’s Books. 
A beloved, aging cat wishes her family goodbye. 
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Selected Picture Books 
Picture books can be excellent introductions to sensitive issues for students of all ages—even 
secondary students.  Please review titles for age-appropriateness and other important characteristics (PR 531) prior to 
instructional use or recommending them to students.  Listed titles, where possible, link to the Virtual School Library’s NoveList 
database of professional literature reviews.  For home access to NoveList, please see your Learnmark or your teacher-librarian. 
These and many more resources may be available at your school library, on the TDSB Virtual Library, or at your public library.  
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Ada, A. F.  (2012).  Love, Amalia.  New York: Atheneum Books. 
Amalia comes to terms with her grandmother’s passing with the help of her Latina family. 

 
Austin, C.  (2009).  Walking backward.  Custer, WA: Orca Book Publishers. 

Josh and his family grow closer as they recover from the loss of their mother in a car accident. 
 
Banerjee, A.  (2006).  Looking for Bapu.  New York: Wendy Lamb Books. 

Anu will try anything to bring his grandfather back. 
 
Bouchard, H.  (2010).  Harvey: How I became invisible.  Toronto: Groundwood Books. 

Harvey loses his father to a heart attack.  He copes by identifying more and more with a favorite movie. 
 
Ferber, B.  (2006).  Julia’s Kitchen.  New York: Farrar, Strous, and Giroux. 

When Cara is away at a sleepover, her mother and younger sister perish in a house fire.  Cara’s grandparents and her 
Jewish faith provide her with strength. 

 
Folger, N.  (2011).  Joy of Apex.  Toronto: Inhabit Media. 

Joy grieves when her parents divorce, and must learn to cope. 
 
Grimes, N.  (2004).  What is goodbye?: Poems on grief.  New York: Jump at the Sun/Hyperion Books for Children. 

When an older sibling commits suicide, two younger siblings share their story in paired poems. 
 
Horvath, P.  (2007).  The corps of the Bare-Boned Plane.  New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux. 

Cousins live with an odd uncle on a remote island in British Columbia after their parents’ deaths. 
 
Martino, C.  (2005).  Rosa, sola.  Cambridge, MA: Candlewick Press. 

Rosa, a young girl in an Italian immigrant family, is grief-stricken when her mother gives birth to a stillborn baby. 
 
Michael, J.  (2009).  City boy.  New York: Clarion Books. 

Samuel, a Malawi native, must move to the countryside after his parents die of AIDS. 
 
Ness, P.  (2011).  A monster calls.  Somerville, MA: Candlewick Press. 

Conor’s mother has terminal cancer, and his grief takes the shape of a monster that visits him at night. 
 

Sinclair, M.  (2013).  When wings expand.  Marfield, UK: Islamic Foundation. 
  Nur, a 12-year-old Canadian Muslim girl, deals with her mother’s terminal cancer with her faith, family, and diary. 
 

Stevenson, R.  (2013).  Record breaker.  Custer, WA: Orca Book Publishers. 
Jack tries to relieve his family’s grief over losing his infant sister by breaking a world record. 

 
Tilly, M.  (2007).  Porcupine.  Plattsburg, NY: Tundra Books of Northern New York. 

Jacqueline and her two siblings are left with their grandmother in Alberta after their father dies in Afghanistan. 
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Selected Intermediate Novels 
Intermediate-level novels can be excellent introductions to sensitive issues for students 
between the ages of 11 and 13.  Please review titles for age-appropriateness and other important characteristics (PR 531) 
prior to instructional use or recommending them to students.  Listed titles, where possible, link to the Virtual School 
Library’s NoveList database of professional literature reviews.  For home access to NoveList, please see your Learnmark or 
your teacher-librarian. These and many more resources may be available at your school library, on the TDSB Virtual 
Library, or at your public library. 
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Anderson, L. H.  (2009).   Wintergirls.  New York: Viking. 
Lia and her best friend, Cassie, both have anorexia.  When Cassie dies, Lia is left to deal with her feelings of loss and 
responsibility in addition to her eating disorder.  

 
Arcos, C.  (2014).  There will come a time.  New York: Simon Pulse. 

Seventeen-year-old Filipino Mark loses his twin sister in a car accident, and he decides to complete her “bucket list.” 
 
Bedford, M.  (2014).  Never ending.  New York: Wendy Lamb Books. 

Shiv checks herself into an unconventional residential clinic to help her deal with her grief after the death of a sibling. 
 
Coriell, S.  (2013).  Goodbye, Rebel Blue.  New York: Amulet Books. 

When Kennedy is killed in a car crash, her friend Rebecca does the tasks listed on Kennedy’s “bucket list.” 
 

Forman, G.  (2009).  If I stay.  New York: Dutton Books. 
Mia is the sole survivor of a terrible car accident.  During her coma, she must decide whether to live or die. 

 
Johnson, A.  (2012).  A certain October.  New York: Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers. 

After a train accident, Scotty’s autistic brother is left in a coma and a classmate is dead.  Scotty deals with feelings of 
responsibility and guilt over the incident, as the classmate stayed on the train beyond his stop to help her with her brother. 

 
Kuipers, A.  (2010).  Lost for words.  New York: Harper Teen. 

Sophie sees her sister die in a terrorist train bombing, and relies on friends, therapy, and poetry to recover. 
 
Levy, D.  (2013).  Imperfect spiral.   New York: Walker & Company. 

A five-year-old boy in Danielle’s care runs into the street and is killed by a car.  She must deal with her grief amidst a swirl 
of political scape-goating. 

 
Mori, K.  (1993).  Shizuko’s daughter.  New York: H. Holt. 

Yuki, a Japanese teen, must recover from her mother’s suicide on her own when her father marries his unkind mistress. 
 

Rothenburg, J.  (2012).  The catastrophic history of you and me.  New York: Dial Books. 
Brie dies of a broken heart, and moves through the five stages of grief in the afterlife. 
 

Scott, E.  (2014).  Heartbeat.  Don Mills, ON: Harlequin Teen. 
Emma’s mother is brain dead due to a stroke, and Emma lashes out at her stepfather for “causing” the stroke and the 
decisions he makes in its aftermath. 
 

Shaw, L.  (2013).  The color of silence.  Toronto: Second Story Press. 
When Alex loses her best friend, she stops speaking.  Through community service, she begins to live her life again. 
 

Turner, A. W.  (2006).  Hard hit.  New York: Scholastic. 
Mark, a high school baseball star, loses everything when his father is diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. 
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Selected Young Adult Novels 
Young adult novels help students who are over the age of 14 years to grapple with 
sensitive issues.  Please review titles for age-appropriateness and other important characteristics (PR 531) prior to 
instructional use or recommending them to students.  Listed titles, where possible, link to the Virtual School Library’s 
NoveList database of professional literature reviews.  For home access to NoveList, please see your Learnmark or your 
teacher-librarian. These and many more resources may be available at your school library, on the TDSB Virtual Library, or 
at your public library. 
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